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Directions:	After	reading	the	background	information	and	examining	the	source,	
answer	the	questions	below.	

	
Background	Information:	The	Conscription	Debate		
Canada's	participation	in	World	War	I	was	marked	by	significant	contributions	to	the	
Allied	cause.	As	part	of	the	British	Empire,	Canada	sent	over	600,000	troops	to	the	
Western	Front.	The	ongoing	and	increasing	demand	for	troops,	coupled	with	a	declining	
number	of	volunteers,	led	the	Canadian	government	led	by	Robert	Borden	and	the	Union	
Party		to	implement	conscription,	or	forced	military	service	(sometimes	called	
Compulsory	Equal	Service)	through	the	passing	of	the	Military	Service	Act	in	1918.			
	

	
Featured	Sources:		
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SOURCE A SOURCE B 

Source:	The	Halifax	Herald	[Newspaper)	
Date:	July	7,	1917	

Title:	The	Canadian	Mother	
Source:	Union	Government	
Publicity	Bureau	
Date:	1916	
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Statement:	Which	source	would	be	more	useful	in	assessing	how	Canadians	felt	about	
conscription	during	World	War	I?	Source	A	/	Source	B	(Circle	One)	Explain	your	
reasoning	below:	
	
Source	___	is	more	useful	because…	
	
	
	
	
Source	___	is	less	useful	because…	
	
	


